CHAPTER XVII

IADAME NANTEUIL thought of

nothing but her daughter's welfare.
Her liaison with Tony Meyer, the
picture-dealer in the Rue de Clichy9
left her with plenty of leisuie and
an unoccupied heart. She met at the theatre a
Monsieur Bondois, a manufacturer of electrical
apparatus ; he was still young, superior to his trades
and extremely well-mannered. He was blessed
with an amorous temperament and a bashful nature,
and, as young and beautiful women frightened him,
he had accustomed himself to desiring only women
who * were not young and beautiful, Madame
Nanteuil was still a very pleasing woman. But one
night when she was badly dressed, and did not look
her bestj he made her the offer of his affections.
She accepted him as something of a help toward
housekeepings and so that her daughter should want
for nothing. Her devotion brought her happiness.
Monsieur Bondois loved her, and courted her most
ardently. At the outset this surprised her ; then It
brought her happiness and peace of mind; It
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